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Dayton Chamber of Commerce
First Responders Luncheon
11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

Dayton Community Building

Dayton Chamber of Commerce
Mudbug Fest

4:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Dayton Community Building

F T T 1171
(936) 391-5166

300 E. Highway 90
Dayton, TX
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Call today to schedule a complimentary
yearend tax review

Kathryn Sharp

Small Business & Individuals
_,-,.. Trusts * Estates * Corporations
Tax Planning and Prep
Audit Defense and much more

' 104 W. Clayton, Dayton, TX 77535
936-221-5562

www.daytontxcpa.com

CPA

Dayton Ole Tyme Days
www.facebook.com/daytonoletymedays/
4:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Dayton FFA Rodeo
www.dayton.ffanow.org
DISD Arena

Liberty County Teachers
Federal Credit Union

NOT ATEACHER? NOT A PROBLEM?

3712 N. Main
Liberty, TX
77575

COU NTy 7@

Office:
(936) 336-7236
Fax:
(936) 336-2198

4
S (¢
Q

& 3
Q (93!
3 %
- Z
) O

£,
ﬁ'
24 CRED\-‘

www.libertycu.com

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

www.daytontxchamber.com



www.facebook.com/daytonoletymedays/
https://daytontxchamber.com/mudbug-fest
www.daytontxcpa.com
www.libertycu.com
www.daytontxchamber.com
www.chickene.com
www.dayton.ffanow.org

BIG BANK ABILITY...
SMALL BANK AGILITY.

Suzanne Reid
Mortgage Lender

Patty Stretcher Tyler Jackson
Director of £ Lender
Mortgage Services "

Tim Hopkins

finb.com |
Pl noe 936-336-6471
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Paula Moorhaj Jessica Sims _ Staci Wise Kayla Moorhaj
Executive Director Event Coordinator Administrative Assistant Writer

AFFORDABLE CROSSROADS

HEALTHCARE FOR ALL CONTACT
INFORMATION

We are looking for your ideas, photos, recipes,
and events to share with the community.
Email info@DaytonTxChamber.com or call

936-257-2393 with your information.

If you would like to advertise please contact
Paula Moorhaj at paula@DaytonTxChamber.com

or call 936-257-2393. You can find more
HEALTH CENTER UF SUUTHEAST TEXAS information at www.DaytonTxChamber.com
Locations ; : We would like to say thank you to all the citizens

and businesses who have contributed to this
issue.

@ 1202 N. Travis St AN
Monday-Friday 8am-8pm ) W
<L W CONTRIBUTOR

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm
936-327-4660

307 N William Barnett
Monday-Friday 8am-8pm
281-592-2224

Q 11 Woodland Park Drive

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm
936-628-1100 www.hcset.com

Ken Davis
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Cardinal DENTAl GrOUP..c.iccieeeere et ettt s eeeereerbe e sresaesbeensssaessenbensnestesnsasnnens (936) 258-5597
602 N. Winfree Dayton, TX 77535

CICKEN EXPIrESS. ittt sttt et e s se e are s st ste st st see s e e e s besbesaessessaereee s st s (936) 391-5166
300 E. Highway 90 Dayton, TX 77535

(L 1T T TR (936) 258-8468
5567 FM 1409 Dayton, TX 77535

First Liberty National BanK.......cccceeeeceece ettt sttt e en e (936) 340-4732
109 E. Hwy 90 Dayton, TX 77535

Health Center of SOUTNEAST TEXAS ..ccciviciiveeerieiiieiee et errer et besbesre s sreeneannens (281) 592-2224
307 N. William Barnett Ave. Cleveland, TX 77327

Houston Methodist BAYTOWN .......cccuviiiiiieeeeece ettt aer s s s s s s (281) 420-8600
4401 Garth Rd. Baytown, TX 77521

Kathryn SNarp, CPA...... ettt et s s ettt ees s sassaesaeate s steste e stesaensennnnns (936) 221-5622
104 W. Clayton Dayton, TX 77535

Liberty County Farm BUFEaU.......ceceveeeeeeeee e e eeee ettt aetasteesesreee s s eansseeeeeesnssnaeeessennnnns (936) 336-8745
3600 Hwy. 90 Liberty, TX 77575

Liberty County TEACKEIS FCU......ciiiieieceeeeeceeceeeeee et aerees s ees s s snsene e saeete e snenns (936) 336-7236
3712 N. Main St. Liberty, TX 77575

RE/MAX EASTSIAE...uiuviuiireeitecte ettt bbb eb b s sessassassassaeebesasesesbeereesnenn (936) 340-2300
605 W. Clayton Ste A Dayton, TX 77535

West Chambers MediCal CENTEN....uiviiiiii ittt eer bbb e st b s snrenens (281) 576-0670
9825 Eagle Drive Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

Genera]’ Cosmetic & Constance E. Onemany, D.M.D.
K. Robert Seaberg, D.D.S.

Restorative Dentistry

CARDINAL

DENTAL GROUP
(936) 258-5597
602 N. Winfree

Dayton, Texas

www.cardinaldentalgroup.com
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TARE THE TIME

chedules seem to run most of
our lives. We begin the week looking at
all that we have to do and the calendar
seems to run us ragged as opposed to us
taking control of it. Each individual day
has a similar feel. If you have children,
perhaps your day is like ours. We wake
up in the morning to get ready for the
day, and breakfast must be consumed,
hair combed, teeth brushed, shoes
located and put on and oh, by the way
dad will you sign this permission slip?!
The morning rush is punctuated by the
unheard but ever-present tick-tock of
the clock as we get to school and work
on time. The end of the day is the same
thing in reverse. The tick-tock is now
counting down to bedtime and there
is a flurry of piano lessons, ball practice,
church activities...in the middle of which
meals must be eaten — sometimes by way
of a box from McDonald’s (extra fries, toy
included). All of this is very important
and necessary — but we must remember
to stop.

*...unheard

T LG

However, even when we stop - we don’t
stop. Most of us carry around our
electronic devices. When we sit at home,
we are checking social media, texting, or
emailing. When people are out having
fun, it is not uncommon to see a group
“together”, but not really together. They
are in close physical proximity, but their
conversation is stunted by faces in
phones.

In all of the busyness, do we stop
and make time for God?

In all of the busyness, do we make
time for each other?

Jesus was arguably the busiest person
that ever lived. The Son of God that
came to Earth had a public ministry of
around three years. We read the Gospels
and we see Jesus healing and teaching.
His popularity grew and more and more
people followed. The Bible says
something amazing about Jesus and

how He managed His time.

“Iyet the news about him spread

all the more, so that crowds of
people came to hear him and to be
healed of their sicknesses.
8Byt Jesus often withdrew to lonely
places and prayed.”

-Luke 5:15-16 (NIV)

If Jesus, who was God wrapped in human
flesh, needed time to rest and pray —
then so do we. He certainly could have
spent every hour attending to those
around Him, but Jesus took the time to
be with the Father. We need the same.
Take the time each day to pray. Take the
time to rest and read the Bible. The
schedule can wait. The clock will still
turn - but this is time well spent. Do this
often so that you will be spiritually,
emotionally and physically renewed.
Take the time.

Article Written by Ken Davis
Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church
4031 FM 1960
Sunday Worship 11 AM & 6 PM

but ever- presentT[ KET@ K
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Scents of Soy is a family owned candle
company that has found a way to
capture some of your favorite memories
and Texas scents in their natural candles.
For example, have you ever wondered
what a Texas Sunset smells like? Or how
about a Cowboy? The answer to both is
incredibly good and amazingly Texan!
Scents of Soy isn’t just producing some of
the best smelling fragrances in the Lone
Star State, they’re also a company with
heart. Whether that’s helping build a

playground, sponsoring and volunteering
with the local Dayton Youth Sports
Association or utilizing their Fundraising
program to raise money for hundreds of
schools within Texas, the Scents of Soy
team is committed to doing their part to
better the community around them.

The Scents of Soy team also works hard
to put Dayton, TX on the map! Their
products are available on the shelves of
over 2,000 stores throughout the U.S.

DEFENSE

Chamber of Commerce

Check out their line of candles locally at
Brookshire Brothers in Dayton or at a
nearby H-E-B store. You can also find
their products nationwide at Tractor
Supply Company or Cavender’s Boot City.

Email: Info@ScentsofSoy.com
Phone: 936-257-8599
Website: www.ScentsofSoy.com

Sometimes, being on the defense is the smartest move you can make.

That's why we offer our Defensive Driving Discount to help you save up to
40% on your auto insurance. Consider it our way of watching out for you—
when you watch out for yourself.

Baret Stephenson, Agency Manager
LIBERTY OFFICE
3600 Highway 90

MONT BELVIEU OFFICE
10403 Eagle Dr. Ste. #3

936.334.4500
bstephenson@txfb-ins.com

TEXAS

FARM
BUREAU
INSURANCE®

AUTO /7 HOME / LIFE

Coverage and discounts are subject to qualifications and policy terms, and may vary by situation. © 2019 Texas Farm Bureau Insurance Companies. LIBOSL9
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elix and Marie Skarpa have
called Dayton home for many years.
Felix was born in Dayton and Marie has
lived in the area for many years. They
raised their children, Steven Skarpa,
Theresa Skarpa Williams, and Bridget
Skarpa Sjolander in Dayton. The couple
first met at St. Michael’s Catholic Church
Bazaar in Needville, Texas, but the Bill
Mraz Dance Hall in Houston is where
they first really caught each other’s eye.
This May they will be celebrating their
55th Wedding Anniversary.

Felix attended the University of Houston
and Southwest Business School to study
drafting. He has had several jobs
throughout the years including truck
driving, Air Traffic Controller, Skarpa
Enterprises owner, general contractor,
Champion Water Wells owner, and
Skarpa Insurance Agent. Felix loves the
Dayton community and served on the

www.daytontxchamber.com
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Dayton City Council (2006-2011), Mayor
(2011-2015), and continues to serve on
a couple of committees. Marie studied
business at Southwest Business School
and worked at the Bank of the Southwest
in Houston. After getting married, she
stayed home to raise the family and
assisted Felix in running the various
businesses over the years. They are now
enjoying a semiretirement while Felix is
still on the board of directors of Catholic
Life Insurance.

Felix and Marie decided to raise their
family in the Dayton community because
of the good schools, the convenient
location to Felix’s work, and they also
inherited land from the Skarpa farm and
were able to be near their extended
family. Felix grew up being the only son
with 6 sisters. Before his father’s passing
the family, farm was divided among all
the children and each of the siblings
raised their families in Eastgate on their
portion of the family farm. This gave their
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children a unique environment to be able
to grow up with their cousins.

When their children were young their
favorite place to travel was Colorado.
They all hold fond memories of their trips
there. Now, Felix and Marie enjoy
traveling to visit friends in different parts
of Texas. They are currently planning
another trip to Branson, Missouri.


www.daytontxchamber.com

“When their children were
young their favorite place to
travel was Colorado. They all
hold fond memories of their

Felix and Marie enjoy reading, dancing,
visiting friends, and traveling in their free
time. The couple also has many things in
common including both are of Czech
heritage, the Catholic faith, and they even
have the same blood type (AB+, the 3rd
rarest form in the world). They also enjoy
eating at many restaurants in the Dayton
area including Los Compadres and the
new Tuscany Italian restaurant.

Their son Steven Skarpa and wife
Marianne live in Tarkington, Texas. They
are proud parents of two sons, Alex Scott
and wife Shanna, Chris Scott and wife
Kasey. They also have two grandsons
Lane and Colton. Steven owns Skarpa
Insurance in Dayton and just moved to a
new location at 2866 FM 1960. Skarpa
Insurance Agency was founded in Dayton
in 1992 by Felix Skarpa and it is currently
in the 3rd generation of family operation,

trips there.”

as Steven’s daughter-in-law, Kasey also
works at the agency. Steven was a former
Dayton Chamber of Commerce President.
In their free time, Steven and Marianne
love working with horses.

Their daughter, Theresa Skarpa Williams
and husband C.D., are lifetime Dayton
residents. Their daughter, Hayley, is
currently studying marketing at Mays
Business School at Texas A&M University.
Their son, Ryan, passed away at the age
of 5 from Neuroblastoma. After Ryan’s
passing, they founded The Ryan
“Batman” Williams Foundation in his
memory to help “little superheroes
fighting against cancer.” C.D. is a State
Farm Insurance Agent, a Dayton ISD
School Board Trustee, and on the Dayton
Community Development Committee.
Theresa taught in Dayton ISD for 8 years
before staying home to raise their kids.

Their daughter, Bridget Skarpa Sjolander
and husband Mark, have been married
for 24 years and have 3 children. Bridget
is a local relator and Mark is a Land and
Rail Development Consultant. Their
oldest son, Matthew, is a senior at Sam
Houston State University and will
graduate this summer with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Accounting. Their daughter,
Alyssa, is a Junior at the University of
Texas in Austin. She is working towards
her Bachelor’s Degree in Public Relations
with a minor in Business. Their youngest
son, Timothy, is a Junior at Dayton High
School. He is on the football team and is
involved in FFA. Bridget and Mark have
been involved in several community and
civic organizations. However, in their free
time they enjoy outdoor activities and
spending time with family.




For those busy nights, plan on this simple yet savory sliders recipe. Kids are almost certain to love the taste and you will
enjoy how quick and easy they are to make.
For more recipes, visit culinary.net.

PEPPERONI P1ZZA SLIDERS

Ingredients
1 package slider rolls
1/2 cup pizza sauce
1/2 cup mini pepperoni
1 1/2 cups shredded, low-moisture, part-skim mozzarella cheese
1/4 cup butter, melted
1 teaspoon parsley flakes
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 cup shredded parmesan cheese
nonstick cooking spray

e Heatoven 350°F.
e Keeping rolls connected, cut sheet of rolls horizontally, separating tops from bottoms. Place bottom halves of rolls

in baking dish.

e Spread pizza sauce evenly over bottom halves. Sprinkle pepperoni over sauce. Sprinkle mozzarella over pepperoni

and cover with top halves of rolls.

e  Mix melted butter with parsley flakes, dried oregano, garlic powder, and shredded parmesan cheese. Spoon evenly

over sliders.

e Cover baking dish with aluminum foil sprayed with nonstick cooking spray to keep cheese from sticking.
e Bake 20 minutes.
e Remove foil and bake additional 5-10 minutes or until parmesan is melted and golden brown.

e  Cutsliders and serve immediately.

www.daytontxchamber.com
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Chambers Health

A community based healthcare organization offering essential health and wellness programs. 5
With more than half a century of continuous service years, we feel privileged to serve you; for generations to come.

West Chambers Medical Center, 9825 Eagle Dr, Mont Belvieu (281) 576-0670

» Primary Medical Care + Outreach Enrollment + In-House Lab & X-Ray
» Minor In-Office Procedures + Prescription Assistance + Physical Therapy
» Mental/Behavioral Counseling + Mammography Site + Employment Exams/Tests

Bayside Community Hospital, 200 Hospital Dr, Anahuac (409) 267-3143
+ Inpatient & Outpatient Care + Surgery Department + 24/7 Emergency Department
+ Inpatient Hospice Care + Electrocardiograms (EKG) + Certified In-House Lab
» Medicare Swing Bed Program + Pulmonary Function Testing + X-Rays, CT Scan, Ultrasound

Bayside Clinic & Bayside Dental, 621 S. Ross Sterling, Anahuac  (409) 267-4126
The Wellness Center at Bayside, 2202 S. Main, Anahuac (409) 267-3700

© Chambers Health T Sy— E%

What You Need, Where You Are @Chambers Health O

www.chambershea |th_0rg A community driven organization, where everyone is fami[y.

HAVE YOU SEEN THE NEW
WATER TOWER?

THANK YOU TO THE
DAYTON ENHANCEMENT
(OMMITTEE

&
DAYTON (HAMBER
OF (OMMERCE

FOR TEAMING UP T0 DONATE
THE WATER TOWER T0 THE
DAYTON (OMMUNITY !
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Mobiloil

CREDIT UNION

o Futting Down Foats in Dagtor

Mobiloil Credit Union was founded in 1935 as Magnolia Employees
Beaumont Texas Federal Credit Union. By the end of 1935 the organi-
zation that would ultimately become Mobiloil Credit Union had 700
members and assets of $10,000. After 85 years, a lot has changed.
What started as a group of 5 refinery workers operating out of the

N\ 2.5

Magnolia Refinery cafeteria helping their fellow employees, has grown
into the largest credit union in Southeast Texas. We are eager to serve
you with 11 full-service branches and a friendly call center that is ready

"‘
IPS

to assist you with your transactions all from the comfort of your own
home. Mobiloil Credit Union is a community charter with over 60,000
members, but what hasn’t changed is our commitment to always be:
people helping people.

A\

a

Our MISSION is to enrich people’s lives one experience at a time.

VOTED #1 IN TEXAS

CREDIT UNION JOURNAL

BEST CREDIT UNIONS
ORK FOR
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Mobiloil Credit Union—Dayton
999 Hwy 146 South
Dayton, TX 77535
(800) 892-1111 | www.mobiloilcu.org
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www.mobiloilcu.org

As a not-for-profit financial cooperative, we are able to offer
personalized financial solutions that promote the well-being of
our members and the communities that we serve. In fact,
profits made by Mobiloil Credit Union are returned back to its
members in the form of reduced fees, higher savings rates,
lower loan rates, and community outreach and partnerships.
We offer an all-inclusive suite of financial services and
programs for all stages of life that include high-yield checking
and savings accounts, low-interest loans, credit cards, and
lines of credit. If you’re in the market for a mortgage, building
a new home, or purchasing land—we’ve got you covered!
Mobiloil Credit Union is eager to support local businesses,
both large and small, through our commercial lending and
business services. We hope to see you at our GRAND
OPENING!

It is our vision to be the preferred financial partner by
providing exceptional service and innovative solutions.

As time has passed and our industry has
evolved, so have we. We are still and
will always be: people helping people.

_—

A
'
John Doucet Clint Walters Lisa Miller Lori Higgins Jennifer Willett
President, CEO SVP, COO SVP of Branches Business Development Business Services

SR

Emily Forster Sarah Smith Mitchell Bobb Tori Akins Danielle Winkle
Branch Manger Guide Senior Teller Teller Teller


www.mobiloilcu.org

Board Director

Journey Fellowship

r\

OF COMMERCE

S

Introducing the
2020

www.daytontxchamber.com

! i; £ Dayton Chamber of Commerce
o

PP\~
== Ambassador

Amy
Duhon

Function 4

N\ Board President

Wcﬁlwcwm

Tammy is currently the
Human Resources Director
for the City of Dayton, with
15 years of service to the
City/Police Department.
She is a Dayton Youth
Advisory Commission
Sponsor. She serves on the
Dayton Enhancement
Committee and on the
board for the Dayton Fire
and Police Museum.

She is a member of the
Dayton Leadership Alliance
Group and part of the
Reading Buddies program
with DISD. She has been
married to Shane Burleigh
for 13 years and they have
blended their family to
include 5 children (4 boys,
1 girl) and 2 grandchildren
and one pet, Paris, her DIVA
Teacup Yorkie.
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Shelter Program "The Door"
Emergency shelter for victims of abuse leaving a
domestic violence situation

Individual counseling and support groups Case
management

Legal advocacy
On-site childcare
Transportation for needed services

Non-Residential
Counseling Center
Free counseling for victims of domestic

violence, sexual assault, child abuse and other
violent crimes

Free support groups for victims of abuse
Legal advocacy
Case management

Low Cost Services
Court and CPS-approved parenting education
Anger management classes

Professional counseling for individuals, couples,
families, and children

Main Office:
1203 S. Houston Avee Humble, TX 77338
P:281.44(1.2615 o F: 281.446.3691

,) FamilyTime

érisis and Counseling Center

Advocacy
24-hour crisis helpline
Information and referral to other community resources
Community education presentations
Legal advocacy and legal referrals
Assistance with Crime Victims' Compensation applications
Assistance with obtaining protective orders
Safety planning

PAV Program-medical accompaniment and crisis intervention
services at the local medical center for victims of abuse including
sexual assault and domestic violence

e  Victim accompaniment to

Hospitals

Court

Law enforcement agencies

Thrift Shop

e  Vouchers for shelter residents
Low-cost clothing, furniture and household items

Proceeds from the sale of goods at the thrift shop directly benefit
Family Time's programs including our emergency shelter, “The Door”.

Liberty County Outreach Office:
1110 W. Clayton e Dayton, TX 77535
P:936.257.9744 ¢ F: 936.257.9766
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BEING KEPT UP BY A MAGNET

WILL DROP AUTOMATICALLY
AFTER TRANSACTION

 new kiosks allow grea'

for those making pay
to the City,”

Let’s Get
Your Listing
Right

Backed by the No. 1 hame in real estate*, | can

City News!

New Kiosks Offer 24-Hour Service

Paying your water bill just got a
little easier in Dayton. The City
of Dayton has unveiled two
new 24-hour service kiosks that
will allow customers to take
care of their utility bills at their
convenience. The new kiosks
are located on the west side of
City Hall (117 Cook St.) and
inside of the lobby at the Police
Station/Municipal Court
building (2004 N. Cleveland).

“The new kiosks allow greater
flexibility for those making
payments to the City,”

said Finance Director Rudy
Zepeda. “Utility customers can
look up their accounts and see

not only their current balance,
but overdue amounts, usage,
and account history.”

Zepeda added, “Eventually,
Municipal Court customers
will be able to pay fines and
review the status of their cases
at either kiosk as well. We’re
working with our software
vendor on that portion of the
service now.”

Kiosks will accept cash, checks,
and most major credit cards.
Residents who wish to initiate
or terminate water service
must still do so in person.

confidently take your listing to a new level. Innovative
marketing techniques, quality home staging, and
professional photography are just a few ways that |
can get you headed in the direction of SOLD.

| am in your area, so contact me today to re-list with
RE/MAX.

RE/MAX

EASTSIDE |l

CHRISTINE SHEPHERD, BROKER/OWNER
936-340-2300 (Office)
cshepherd@remax.net

*Source: MMR Strategy Group study of unaided awareness.

www.daytontxchamber.com 16
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RUEBEN
AGUILAR
JR

“...it was an honor knowing
that teachers and students
saw me as the recipient of
such an honorary award.”

www.daytontxchamber.com

Ruben Aguilar Jr., a
senior at Dayton High
School, has lived in
Dayton his whole life
along with his parents
Ruben and Maria and
his sisters Mariela and
Maria. After high
school, Ruben plans on
attending college and
majoring in Business
Management.

Ruben is involved in
several organizations
and holds leadership
positions in many of
them. He is the
President and Region
Vice President of Family,
Career and Community
Leaders of America
(FCCLA), Editor-in-Chief
of the Yearbook, Vice
President of National
Honor Society (NHS),
Vice President of

Business Professionals of

America (BPA), Student
Body President,
President of Quill and
Scroll International
Journalism Honor
Society, and the Vice
President of Dayton
Youth Advisory
Commission. He is also a
member of National
Technical Honor Society
(NTHS), Science National
Honor Society (SNHS),
National Social Studies

Honor Society (NSSHS),
Interact Club, University
Interscholastic League
(U.I.L), and the Dayton
Junior Ambassadors.
Ruben says he joined
these organizations
because “[He] wanted to
create projects that help
[his] community and
raise awareness for
many problems of
today’s society.” He also
enjoys being involved in
these organizations
because he gets to help
others and be a part of a
positive change in his
community. Although
balancing such a heavy
workload proves to be
challenging at times
Ruben stays organized
through his planner.

Ruben believes that his
leadership skills from all
of the organizations he is
involved in makes him
unique. He says that
“Being a leader has
made [him] a better
person by helping [him]
take initiative of
projects, give [him] the
energy to work hard,
and have confidence and
motivation.” Ruben is
proud to have won the
Daughters of the
American Revolution
Good Citizenship Award,

saying “...it was an
honor knowing that
teachers and students
saw me as the recipient
of such an honorary
award.”

He has many people he
admires in his life, “My
family has played a
major role in my success
and I’'m thankful for
their support,” Aguilar
said. “l also admire my
club advisors and
teachers, Mrs. Rosser,
Mrs. Thibodeaux,

Ms. Stephenson,

Mrs. Luter, and Dr.
Wright for always
believing in me and for
always supporting me in
my goals and success.”

When asked for his final
thoughts Ruben said,
“To the readers, | would
like to say that Dayton is
my home. | am grateful
to have lived here my
entire life and | cannot
wait to be a part of the
change Dayton will go
through. | give thanks to
God for all the people
who have been there for
me, for the opportuni-
ties given to me, and for
giving me a great

life.” J

JAROLINA
TINAJERO

Carolina loves being able to give
back to the community and
“[She] enjoys competing and
working hard to bring back the
gold for Dayton”
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Carolina Tinajero, a senior
at Dayton High School, has
lived in Dayton her entire life
with her parents Carlos and
Lucia and three older sisters,
Nancy, Maricela, and Luz. “I
have watched this tiny town
turn into a booming city over
the last couple of years,”
Tinajero said. After high
school Carolina wants to go
to college to study biology

as a pre-med and then go on
to medical school. With her
degree she wants to be an
emergency medicine doctor.

Cherokee Johnson, a
senior at Dayton High School,
has lived in Dayton since she
was born with her parents
Bobby and Brandy, and her
older brother Bobby Jr.
Cherokee is also enrolled in
Lee College to take her basics
for college. After college she
wants to be an aerospace
engineer at NASA.

Cherokee is involved in several
organizations including
National Honor Society (NHS),
Science National Honor Society
(SNHS), National English Honor
Society (NEHS), Business
Professionals of America
(BPA), Family, Career and
Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA), Interact
Club, Dayton Junior

Carolina stays busy
throughout the year with

all the organizations she’s
involved in. She is the Public
Relations Chair for the Science
National Honor Society (SNHS)
and Vice-President of
Achievement of Family, Career
and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA). She is also a
member of National Honor
Society (NHS), the Math and
Science U.l.L. team, Dayton
Junior Ambassadors, and
Business Professionals of
America (BPA). Carolina loves

Ambassadors, and the Math
U.I.L. team. She joined all of
these organizations to give
back to her community and
gain valuable skills and experi-
ence to benefit her later on in
life. Cherokee says “I love all of
the activities that | get to be a
part of thanks to these clubs. It
is so much fun and fulfilling to
participate in everything we
do as a club for each thing |

am a part of.” She says her
favorite organization to be
involved in is Interact Club.
“The Rotary Club is kind of like
the grown up version of
Interact and they paired with
the school to send four juniors
to camp RYLA, a leadership
camp run by Rotary members
and lead by senior members of
Interact who attended the

being able to give back to the
community and “[She] enjoys
competing and working hard
to bring back the gold for
Dayton,” through her
involvement in various
organizations. Over the
summer Carolina said,

“I made it to Nationals for
Applied Mathematics for
Culinary Management for
FCCLA and traveled to
Anaheim, California to
compete along with my team
and lovely advisors. We
received a silver medal and

CHEROKEE
JOHNSON

“I love all of the activities that I get
to be a part of thanks to these clubs. It is
so much fun and fulfilling to participate in
everything we do as a club for each thing
Iam a part of.”

camp the previous year.

| was one of the juniors who
was sent to this camp last year
and it was the most fun and
educational experience of my
life. We learned how to
interact and work together
with all kinds of people, how
to step up and lead when
needed, and so much more.
They took me, one of the most
antisocial people in the world,
and taught me how to not only
work efficiently with others
but also how to lead them and
help them to reach our goal.
Now | am the president of

the Interact Club at my high
school and despite how small
our club is, it is one of my
favorite things about high
school right now.” Cherokee
credits being able to attend

ranked 4th in the nation for
our event.” She strives to do
good in her events not only
for herself but also for the
organization she is
representing. To keep up with
her busy schedule she says,

“I like to use a planner to
layout my entire schedule in
advance. This way, | can check
and update my planner daily
and make sure | have some
days off to just be a teenager.”
Carolina admires her oldest
sister Nancy Hager and says
“Although all of my sisters are
pretty extraordinary, she
stands out to me for her
perseverance, intelligence,
and compassion. No matter
what life threw at her, she had
a goal in mind and let nothing
stand in her way. | can only
hope to be half of the woman
she is and hope to bring her as
much pride as she’s brought
me.”

RYLA to helping develop her
leadership and communication
skills. To balance all of her
commitments, she spends a

lot of time after school and has
had to learn to be good at
time management.

When asked who her role
model is she said it is her
calculus teacher, Mrs. Lewis.
Cherokee says “She is a great
teacher and has been a huge
part in why | love math as
much as | do now. | aspire to
be as confident and
hardworking as her one

day.” %
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Welcome, Springtime! Springtime brings
out a new energy in us, a fresh start.
Hibernation is over and we are looking
for ways to invest that renewed energy.
How do we bring new life to our
businesses? Why not start with the
Dayton Chamber of Commerce? There
are so many ways to get involved in the
Dayton Chamber. Involvement equals
increased contacts. Contacts equal
increased visibility for your business.
You might be asking, “How do | get
involved?”

First and foremost, be present. When
was the last time you attended a
luncheon or an event? Luncheons are a
great time to meet new people. Scope
the room, look for someone new to sit
with. Engage in conversation. Yes, it can
be scary sometimes. But | promise you
no one has ever been rude to me at a
Chamber luncheon for being friendly.
You would be surprised how many
people sit with the same person at every
lunch and then tell me | never meet new
people. Well, imagine that. On average
we have 5 to 6 new members at every
luncheon. If you searched out a new
face every time imagine how much they
would appreciate the warm welcome
they received at the Dayton Chamber.

Second, what is the last committee you
joined? What a great time to work with
someone and get to know them on a
one-on-one basis. Also, building a
relationship with the chamber staff is
important. The more we know about
you and your business the more we can
share your information and services.
And boy, could we use good help, plus it
is just collaborative fun. Committees
include Ambassadors, Banquet, 1st
Responders Lunch, Mud Bug Fest,
Women’s Conference, New Teachers
Lunch, Tailgate, Taste of Dayton, Top
Golf Networking and Spirit of Christmas.

Third, have you ever considered hosting
a Business After Hours, Networking
Breakfast or even a Networking Lunch at
your place of business? What a great
opportunity to share your business and
what you do with others. It’s very
simple, schedule a date and time with
the chamber, you host, you provide a
food/snack of your choice and we get
the word out and publicize your event.
Simply a winning move on your part.

Fourth, we could also use enthusiastic
Board Members who have Talent,
Treasure or Time they can share. Serving
on the Board of Directors is a rewarding

and important position. The board is
volunteer leaders who are responsible
for the direction of the chamber. The
board governs, develops policy and sets
a course for the Chamber to achieve its
goals and mission.

Personally, 20 years of Chamber
membership has always been rewarding
and filled a sense of community
involvement for me. As a past insurance
agent, insurance was never a hardcore
sale for me, but it was about building
relationships and who can better offer
opportunities to build relationships than
the Chamber. Now | enjoy the role of
being the connector, reach out and Ill
help you make connections. But it is
your responsibility to build those
relationships. If | could offer any advice
it would be to be genuine, kind, and help
others to achieve their goals. Don’t
worry, relax and enjoy the rewards
(business leads) of your kindness. And
no, not everyone will fully return the
kindness but that’s okay, you will truly be
blessed by many others. Get involved
today! Feel free to call me, I'd be happy
to sit down with you one-on-one if you'd
like and share some personalized
thoughts for you.
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In Baytown

Our nationally recognized specialists are
finding new ways to outsmart cancer.

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced
treatments, our leading cancer care is available in
Baytown. We offer personalized guidance and support,
so you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.
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